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Fatal Outcome of Agranulocytosis after Re-Exposure to Metamizole and Cefepime-Induced Encephalopathy Abstract. We present the case of an 83-year-old female patient who died as a result of likely drug-induced complications, namely agranulocytosis caused by metamizole and cefepime-induced encephalopathy. Agranulocytosis precipitated a cascade of events that eventually led to death. As prescription of metamizole has increased over the past decades, it is important to keep in mind its serious adverse drug reactions. Metamizole must be stopped immediately at the onset of symptoms such as fever, mucositis and sore throat, and re-exposure in patients who have previously developed leukopenia under metamizole must be avoided. This can be achieved by meticulous documentation in the medical records and the use of an emergency or allergy alert card which the patient carries at all times. When using cefepime, renal function should be closely monitored, especially in multimorbid geriatric patients, and the dose should be adjusted accordingly.